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Only because it was not well employed,

Turns to those senseless principles and void,

Which, in some broken syllables being couch' d,

Cannot above an alphabet be vouched,                          10

In which dissolved state they use to rest,

Until some other in new forms invest

Their easy matter, striving so to fix

Glory with words, and make the parts to mix.

But since praise that wants truth, like words that want
Their proper meaning, doth itself recant,                      16

Such terms, however elevate and high,
Are but like meteors, which the pregnant sky
Varies in divers figures, till at last

They either be by some dark cloud o'ercast,                 20

Or, wanting inward sustenance, do devolve,
And into their first elements resolve.

Praises, like garments, then, if loose and wide,
Are subject to fall off; if gay and pi'd,
Make men ridiculous: the just and grave                      25

Are those alone which men may wear and have.

How fitting were it then each had that part
Which is their due; and that no fraudulent art
Could so disguise the truth but they might own
Their rights, and by that property be known 1              30

For since praise is public inheritance,
If any intercommoner do chance
To give or take more praise than doth belong
Unto his part, he doth so great a wrong,
That all who claim an equal interest                             35

May him implead until he do divest
His usurpations, and again restore
Unto the public what was theirs before.

Praises should then, like definitions, be
Round, neat, convertible, such as agree                        40

To persons so, that were their names conceal'd,
Must make them known as well as if re veal Jd;
Such as contain the kind and difference,
And all the properties arising thence.
All praises else, or more or less than due,                     45

Will prove or strongly false or weakly true.

Having deliver'd now what praises are,
It rests that I should to the world declare
Thy praises, Donne, whom I so lov'd alive,